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THE NEW YORK TIMES 
14 April 1976 


Ex-Aides Say- yi ustice Dept. 
Rejected a eer Inquiry 


eee fo Ry NICHOLAS. GAGE 
“The “Sustica’ Department ‘un- ae 


"interviewed ‘by ‘Federal 
repeated - “recommendations. for agents and‘ was asked. to,.sub-| 
an thorough’: “investigations: “of mit: some: affidavits, no ‘thor- 
Frank ‘Sinatraand- his’ “rela~ ough: investigation was: ever 
tionships ee Mafia’ eee conducted ‘by: the’, departinent 

to: “ lon. ‘Mr: ‘Sinatra’s Mafia . ties,” %. 


-: They said: ‘that, in: May 1962 2,lfeek that evidence available at 
for’ example, the ‘chief: of the that time did not warrant such 
OEE | - 

an..inquiry, but others. believe 
that there was a reluctance to 


department’sssorganized- Crime|Pursue an extensive investiga- 
orl ._|tion -becauise: of My. Sinatra's 


‘Last of three articles, -"*.* 


tigation of Mr. Sinatra, but it} & 
was*rejected. : . x spokesman, declined. to. be i in: 

. Several - other recommenda terviewed. by" The, New. York 
tions, ‘Were made within the|Times. — - Mg wee Sy 
department. in 1962 and . 1963} ¢ . The rejected “Fecomiendar 
for investigations. of -Mr.- Sina- tions: for investigation were 
tra, ‘his- “contacts”. with’, Mafia disclosed i in a two-nionth i inves- 
figures > and: his” “relationship tigation - by . The *New'“York 
with.“ Judith Campbell, 7(now/Times.. of Mr. ,Glancana ‘and 
Mrs, Judith:-Exner ), whom Mr.|John Roselli, ; ‘another Mafia 
Sinatra.introduced to ‘bothi the/figure, and their relationships 
late Sam Giancan4,- the Mafia with Mr.. Sinatra’ and Mrs. 
boss“of Chicago, and Président 
Kennedy.” Mae! a yo 


ee ON 
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1 Some. former Justice’ officiats i 
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Campbell, after the disclosure ¢ 
that the Senate Select Com- 
mittee on “Intelligence had | 
looked . into --Mrs. "Campbell's H 
friendships with the President ; 
and the Mafia men. 

From the beginning of his 
career as an entertainer, Mr. 
Sinatra never tried to hide his 
friendships with such Mafia 
figures as Willie Moretti, Rocco 
and Joseph Fischetti (cousins 
of Al Capone, Mr. Roselli and 
Mr. Giancana (who was mur- 
dered last June), according to 
law-enforcement officials who 
have traced his Mafia ties. 


" ‘Worked for Kennedy 


‘While maintaining such rela- 
tionships, Mr. Sinatra, - -begin- 
ning in 1960, developed strong 
ties to the Kennedy family by 
working zealously in the pri- 
mary and Presidential cam- 
paigns of John F, Kennedy. He 
stumped with the future Presi- 
dent, persuaded Hollywood per- 


tsonalities to work for him, so- 


licited contributions and, after 
the election, staged an inaugu-? 
ral gala that raised $1.4 mil- 
lion to help pay off the Demo- 
cratic Party’s campaign debts. 

Soon after Mr, Sinatra he- 
came involved in Mr. Kennedy’s 
primary campaign, the singer 
introduced the candidate ta a 
former girlfriend, Judith Camp- 
bell, who later said that the in- 
troduction led to.an affair with, 
Mr, Kennedy. . 

There have been suggestions 
since the relationship was dis- 
closed last December that Mr. 
Sinatra was, as -Mrs. Camp- 
bell’s outline for a proposed 
book speculates, “attempting ta 
set up a connection” for: the 
Mafia,’ because a few weeks 
later he also introduced her to 
Mr. Giancana. : 


No Evidence Found - : 


The Investigation by The 
Times, however, has found no 
evidence of that. 

Mr. Giancana and other Matia 
leaders close to Mr. Sinatra 
were under heavy electronic 
surveillance by Federal agents} 
during this period, and al-| 
though they talked uninhibit- 
edly about themselves, the Ma- 
fia and Mrs. Campbell, they 
did not indicate that Mr. Si- 
natra was ingratiating himself 
with the Kennedys 3 in their be- 
half, Ce a mee +, FRESE 


In fact, they complained that 
they were under more pressure 
from Federal law enforcement 
after Robert Kennedy became 
Attorney General than before. 

But the Times investigation! 
did produce evidence that the} 
Justice Department under At- 
torney General Kennedy re-! 
sisted a thorough investigation: 
of Mr. Sinatra’s Mafia ties. 

Justice Department docu- 
ments, as well as former| 
officials, indicate that although 
the department pursued inves- 
tigations of Mafia leaders close 
to the entertainer, recommen- 
dations for an investigation of 
Mr. Sinatra himself were res 
jected or ignored. © 

Mr. Siberling, i in a memoran- 
dum to the Attorney General on; 
May 18, 1962, wrote that his, 
section intended to begin a! 
thorough tax investigation of. 
Mr. Sinatra, based on material 
attached to the memo, but 
would take no action until Mr. 
Kennedy had. had the opportu- 
nity to consider the matter. — 3. 


‘Makes Sense-to Me’ ” 


The memorandum was: sent 
through Deputy Attorney Gen- 
etal Nicholas de’. Katzenbach, 
who wrote on it in longhand 
that the investigation “makes 
sense tome? 2. net a | 

The memorandum was “then! 
forwarded to the Attorney Gen- 
eral’s office. It was. stamped 
“Received”on May 19 and was 
initialed. by Mr.. .,-Rennedy. him 
self, cc ye4q = es 

On” Tunes’ 14: Mr. “ Silbevling 
was ealled ' by Herbert: —2.: 
Miller,- the ‘Assistant Attornay 
General in charge of the Crim- 
ina) Division, and told that: a 
broad tax investigation: could 
not be- initiated - “against. “Mr: 
Sinatra and that only specific 
items cauld be checked, accord: 
ing to former-Justice: officials, 
| Mr, Silberling, who. is--now 
practicing law: here,-.said. that 
he had only a faint recoliectior 
of the memorandum, which wa: 
written 14-years’ ago; “but he 
said that the path it followec 
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